
WINNEMAC PARK DFA COMMUNITY MEETING
WEST ANDERSONVILLE NEIGHBORS TOGETHER
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 8, 2021, 7:30PM



AGENDA

Leadership Team

Updates:
Initial Approval & What That Means

Site Discussion

Next Steps

Subcommittee Details and Meeting Dates
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LEADERSHIP TEAM
 Nikki Kuehl (& Yoshi), Co-Chair

 Tim Jones-Yelvington (& 
Hutson), Co-Chair

 Max Timm (& Truffles & 
Porcini),  Secretary

 Ann Regan (& Louie & Jackie),  
Director of Fundraising

 Finola Cantillon (& Lucie), 
Parks & Community Liaison; 
Marketing Director
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WE HAVE INITIAL APPROVAL!!!!

What does this mean?

 The Park District recognizes a need for a Dog Friendly Area 

 Winnemac Park has space to allow for a Dog Friendly Area

 The committee has proven its commitment for long term responsibility

 We now must prove the community will welcome a Dog Friendly Area

 We need to raise funds to build and maintain a Dog Friendly Area

…LET’S GET THE BALL ROLLING!!!!
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POTENTIAL SITES

Three possible

locations identified by

Park Dept of Planning:

1. Stadium East (~30K SF)

2. Seeley (~25K SF)

3. North Stadium (~6.5K SF)

TARGETING

WATER 
SOURCE
WATER 
SOURCE
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POTENTIAL SITES

Within Site 1:

1. North End
 More open

 Less trees to work around

2. South End
 Closer to water source

 Less cost for splitting area 
into small/large dogs
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AFTER INITIAL APPROVAL, NEXT STEPS

STEP 4 – Mostly COMMUNITY OUTREACH

 COLLECT SIGNATURES for the Petition 

 COMPLETE SITE SURVEYS – Requires 8; we have completed 4 

 COLLECT LETTERS of support – We are Asking WANT

 ATTEND 3 public meetings – This is our first

 IDENTIFY THE FUNDING to develop and operate the DFA

STEP 5

 SUBMIT A WRITTEN PROPOSAL PACKAGE

 WAIT TO HEAR that your group is approved 
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AFTER FINAL APPROVAL

STEP 6

 AGREE UPON A FINAL DFA DESIGN with the Chicago Park 
District

 Chicago Park District PRESENTS the design to the community

 DFA Committee representatives READ, SIGN, and SUBMIT the 
“Commitment Agreement”

 Each DFA Committee member READS, SIGNS, and SUBMITS 
one “Liability Waiver”

 Chicago Park District CONSTRUCTS the DFA 

8



COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH

COLLECT SIGNATURES for the Petition

COMPLETE SITE SURVEYS 
• Require at least 12 separate visits 
• Targeting three timeframes during four seasons

COLLECT LETTERS of support

ATTEND at least three public meetings to ask for support

Leader: 

Finola Cantillon

Contact:

finola@winnemacdogpark.org
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FUNDRAISING

IDENTIFY THE 
FUNDING to develop 
and operate the DFA

Corporate 
SPONSORSHIPS

Collect PLEDGES Plan fundraising 
EVENTLeader: 

Ann Regan, 

Assisted by Max Timm

Contact:

Ann@winnemacdogpark.org

Max@winnemacdogpark.org
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MEMBERSHIP
BUILD A COMMUNITY that members enjoyGOAL

Provide available canine RESOURCES AND REVIEWSResource

Plan EVENTS AND MEET-UPSEvents

Maintain SOCIAL MEDIA accounts and communicationsCommunicate

Leader: 

Tim Jones-Yelvington

Contact:

Tim@winnemacdogpark.org

TOP CONCERN: LONGEVITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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DESIGN & 
DEVELOPMENT

TOUR & REVIEW other dog parks

IDENTIFY key elements that will contribute to 
the health and happiness of the DOGS

RESEARCH ways to integrate the DFA into the 
natural surroundings

AGREE UPON A FINAL DFA DESIGN with the 
Chicago Park District

Leader: 

Nikki Kuehl

Contact:

Nikki@winnemacdogpark.org

TOP CONCERN: INTEGRATION WITH NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
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